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World is only probable, it is getting more and more statistically p rog ram
quantifiable.” Uncertain environments in which architecture |

acts reguire contingent responses. Contingency determines

_ , , , Existing buildings on site. Contingency determines the
the potential of architecture. It loads architecture with dormant

. . potential of architecture. It loads architecture with dormant
ways-of-being whose appearance cannot be determined a

o . _ _ ways-of-being whose appearance cannot be determined a priori.
priori, Contingency forces us to approach the project with the

Contingency forces us 1o approach the project with the desire of

desire of uncovering the systems (structures and dynamics) , N
. o . . . . uncovering the systems (structures and dynamics) that give us
that give us the possibility of being-different. Contingency is the o _ _
_ _ the possibility of being-different.
framework for chance. Architecture should be able to deploy

contingent structures capable of hosting chance and even

, _ Site’s open areas. "Huidity of modern society makes our acts
encourage it. We propose a place as an open field which

. o , . fragile and relative. There is no set order in which we can entirely
forces users acting and deciding as it deploys as an unstable

, rely, Events are unstable. Looks like we're moving towards a
system capable of promoting that chance; a system capable

. N o o socisty where is no longer possible to establish a rigid structure
of promoting conditioned changes in its structure (gravitational,

: , , , , as has been doing until now.”
programmatic or expressive). Qojects are inserted in place

to keep it in a permanent state of excitement, they become

o | | Public spaces. Contingency is the framework for chance.
reactive in the presence of other agents in the context. This

| o . N Architecture should be able to deploy contingent structures
is the task we assume: creating links and letting new realities

g , capable of hosting chance and even encourage it. We propose
emerge through the establishment of these connections. We

o ‘ ‘ a place as an open field which forces users acting and deciding
must allow the blanks to be filed by links betwesen objects

, , , , as it deploys as an unstable system capable of promoting that
instead of filing them with the cbjects themselves. The OCA

, , _ ) chance; a system capable of promoting conditioned changes in
(Office for Contingent Architecture) is responsible for the

. . . . its structure (gravitational, programmatic or expressive).
construction of ductile and temporary communities that keep
their environment in a constant state of imbalance. Every

, , , Spatial relations. Objects are inserted in place to keep it i
precise order that is generated through the OCA is a final

o _ a permanent state of excitement, they become reactve in the
order; and it is an order only referred to itself, | | |
presence of other agents in the context. Objects are never inserted
to soothe places introducing a false (because of its arbitrariness)

final stage of inkages.

Urban identity. Ve act from the reading of the dynamics of

the place in order to exploit them for personal gain through cpen
systems capable of hosting the chance without jeopardizing the
essence of his idea, or staggering their 'idedl state' because each
one are real states'. All states are equally valid and desirable and

they all responding to an interested reading of the place where they
operate.
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AIms
Evaluation
Grid A. Achieved urban values

A, Praservad location identity and
affirnation of s urban values in the
wicker conlesd of the Kuvatermik square
by means of

- selected morphalogy
- quaity of connections

reglized (n terms of programme,
[ traffc...)

A2 Released publc front square
~——__ for dwelings tower

PP A A

A2. Quality of spatial relations batween new buldngs
= In relation to the existing buldings on the siie
- In relation to the site’s open aras

% | “A10CALogstc Center o A1 i
" s0bial agents negotiaon,”T T s

'y £ r

s e
i L G e iy
\ e 0, ABPubic reen squares + City Hal for

B. Sustainability of the proposed solution

‘_I;I!!! mamn

B1 Socal
walty of achieved spatial relat "Wpa mmn

-q spatial relafions :
In termns of providing a place for a range of : : I!-.n mun
socl actiities- selecton of programmes L E ¥ | mum
ensuring social sustainabiity of the proposed o M, E
structure

- social potential of the proposed

solution measured in terms of quelty-of-ile
improvernents of the wider Kvatemils square

B2 Ecological

- quality of content focus (orentation, piacement)

= valuation of green areas within competition ste

: - impact of new buldings on edting envonment

B2 Strategy >
-Densty as susteinabiity: densiy as strategy

. to refease huge publc green areas
-\-H_\-"-\—.

1 e

D2 Cuakty of spatial relations between protected
buidings and the morphology sslected

- attractiveness of the proposed
programme in terms of refum on investment and
reaization of putic content

- possiiity of project realization in a
number of stages

- rationalty of the proposed solution

D. Treatment of protected buidings

D1 Vakee of the proposed use / adequacy of
the selected use of protecied buidngs within
the: propased concept

. D1 Lifted buidings to be raised over
F’\ the historical city buidings

D1 Lifted buldings to ensure ciy sights i s
i
‘..-"'{.;D" Ufedbuldngs toensue ctysights
“‘a___%’:‘";f-‘f—'f“" ) D2 Quaky of spatil relations between protected
buidings and the momhology selected . : ;
D3 Valuation of the role of histon [Distiiery, S : i : > 4 / R | - 3" - - . L I ~
e G b o by w7 - &7, 0. /R R U e
Social sustainability. This is the task we assume: creating Inks
and letting new redliies emerge through the establishment of these
o vrom connections. Through it we promote a continuous movement
= of re-association and reassembling. The new connections alter
: | | | - | not only the systems bringing forth new conditions but it aters
Fo__ ==L —1 | [T ] the cbjects themselves forcing them to work in certain directions.
= W | | l ' | /l These new conditions wil leave, so inescapable, remaining on the
- - jim= | T | Quality-of-life

. LN e ey S " improvements. Our

s B | Prqects start emerging as
T R | elds of probabilities,” Ve

| P | leave behind the belief that

" | | L architecture must conform

S B o | | | spaces capable of destroying

- e . <Ur 1o (Or at least able to stop In

| ==ss) Tl HRAN S 7 time-out) the randomness of

. _/". f T T “'\ /:/ | tr\\:\ 3 [nve o=y “"-—:a-- L T f iy 4% I . 1 % :
LE£ AL I 1 ] '\\ . = ' i | | 3 | Ay | . .\...- .-x'. | Y '-\_. \
i\ 7050 o - WIN D ife out there.
L\ | D, \ i | . A A 1/
\ | - o\ !/ o ||| e f RN | A 000 W L
lateral facade 1/500 9§ ¥ i - Ecological quality. The quasi-object is responsible for the

construction of ductile and temporary communtties that keep therr
environment in a constant state of imbalance. They keep it in a

state of continuous succession of different orders. And despite

that volatile condition, the precise order that is generated through
the quasi-object at every moment is a final order; and it is an order

only referred to itself (neither referenced to a previous order nor to

Use of protected a higher orde).

buildings. OCA (Office for

CO rmn ent ArCh\TeCture) Green areas. \We must allow the blanks to be filed by links
”Obj@C 8 J[OO ha\/e 89@0 Oy ’ o zom between objects instead of filing them with the objects themselves.
ObjeCJ[S gN@ UD J[helr SJ[aJ[US O]( e . ! We will establish then temporary and vibrant layouts instead of
bade I’Op -ror aCJ“\/\JueS J[O J[al’<e a s g static and permanent compositions. Some of these vacant spaces
MOre aOTI\/e fOVeZ J[hey beOOI’ﬂe oy _ have been detected aready in place upon amival while others wil

8C|)T§[)I’S aﬁje J[Ob e%ab||8h J[ = *» 3 I B i:\ﬁ“w M be generated by the objects (both inside and outside of it) through
[elalions |p8 e eeﬂ aAgents. P == i Il 1 f::i";-"' 6 o [ ] al E2: insertion. We propose a field in a continuous process of change
We propose mediators that OCA  m—i—— e - and acaptation.
ransiate, distort, and maodily . L — o - S
the Information introduced N 1 C ———— — e
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Impact of new buildings. /e are facing unigue items,
4 %ﬁf full of information, unexpected, thrown into the maelstrom of
5 &&%%b randomness. Those objects possess two essential qualties
T on which their abilities dependend: specificity and phenomenal
transparency.

Return of investment. Specificity: each object is loaded with
the potential that allows the agents from the place establishing

links between them, through it. This specificity may refer to any

WEEEm

level: material, geometric,z energetic, programmatic, structural ...

and it doesn't depend, in any case, on their visibility but on their

'1[._,

95 i NS e | ol effectiveness. Affinities are required to promote the chance.
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TYPOLOGY
PROGRAM  OFFICE
M2 145
FLM 40
QCUPATION  15P

OCUPATION 2P

\
L X
3
\
)

R R PR R S R TR T S S e S YR SO U Y e IO RS ey MNP, OR UL

PROGRAM  HOUSNG

M2 30

AM 40\
OCUPATION 4P \.

Purpose on typolgy. /e
ive IN a time where Nothing 1S
won With absolute certainty,
neither knowledge nor
competence. [he novelty,
the ephemeral, the rapid
succession of information,
;[Qroducts, Models of behavior,
he need for frequent
adjustments, the need for
flexioility, give the impression
that we live only in the present
and in a way that prevents
any stapbllization. Inscrioe
something In length seems
less important toassess the
fime ana event,
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F. Management: Contingence Architecture

MONITORED
BALANCED
ADAPTVE

GROWTH stageT

Expected Scenario B :Mutatign
and Transferency of Use %

stage3

INITIAL total programme
M 25-30% RESIDENTIAL

/ M~ 25-30% OFFICES + HOTEL

25% COMMERCIAL

10% LEISURE-CULTURAL - -

OCA (Office for
Contingence Architecture)

»;
0l o
Feiy

I~~~

s
g

Variable partial use per tower by
mutability / Global fixed ratio of
use among all of them

Stagel partial programms
5.10% RESDENTAL

30-35% OFRCES + HOTEL
200 COMMERCIAL

45% L BSURE-CULTURAL

Stage2 partial programme
25-30% RESDENTIAL

16-25% OFACES + HOTEL
35% COMMERCIAL

26% LBSURE-CULTURAL

Expected Scenario A :Mutation
and Transferency of Use %

Staged partial programme
35-50% RESOENTIAL

10-15% OFRCES + HOTEL
30% COMMERGIAL

15-20% LBSURE-CULTURAL

Expected Scenario G :Mutation
and Transferency of Use %

FINAL total programme
_' B 25-30% RESDENTAL
\\ W 25-30% OFFICES + HOTEL
25% COMMERCIAL

10% LEISURE-CULTURAL

Diversity of mixed programme
placement of a possible final
scenario

Rationality. Uncertain environments in which architecture acts
require contingent responses. They require answers provided by
architectural quasi-objects able to react when faced to changing
conditions of therr sites.

Urban spatial composition. Program is defined as 'a plan
or Schedule of activities, procedures, etc., to be followed."
Structure is therefore the system capable of sustaining the
proposal at any level, In a mixture of strategy, tactics and
stratagem in which the strategy is a logic, tactic is a standard,
stratagem is a trick. Strategy relates to the overall logic, an
abstract system capable of directing the operations; tactic is the
set of rules and relationships, the operating device necessary
to facilitate local development; stratagem is a contingent
application.

Relation to the surrounding. Ve propose cbjecis capable
of interacting only with certain strata of their environment, just
relating to those strata that have been deemed relevant in the site
definition. They are objects endowed with capacity to establish
uncertain, fragle and controversial links.

Landmark. "What stand out are all the mediators whose
proliferation generates, among many other entities, what might
be called quasi-objects.”

Relation to protected buildings. 'Song or relating, that is
the whole question." The quasi-object is defined as one being
that only makes sense embedded in the network of connections
that constitute its environment; there it establish links with the
actors around him. The guasi-object, therefore, relates. Through
that property, it becomes a catalyst for the multiple potentialities
of the place. Its posttion is between, triggering transttive (transfer)

relations.

E. Functional and spatial allocation

E1 Functionality and hamonization of the
proposed spatial alocation for difierent pumoses

- within the competiton site
- in relation to the sumounding urban area

- in relation to the proposed momphological
structure/ selected bulding typology
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Purpose on site. Instabilty is the main feature of the environment
that can accommodate contingency, and it should be used as
latent potential of architecture.

Purpose on urbana area. /n infervention that blurs (s
boundaries, reversing the figure-ground relationship: Figure
happens to be the infrastructure that allows the potential orders of
the elements through space instead of the order of those elements
itself; the background becomes set by the superposition of all
potential orders of the system elements instead of the space which

univocal read justifies the chosen composition.

Integration into wider
city. Opjects are inserted Into
environments that may change
at any tme, so it becomes an
Unavoidable requirement for
them to offer the maximum
fluctuation cagacﬂy {0 go

find therr fit, They're objects
iniected with the potential that
makes them able to respond
{o environmental changes.

Functionality. "\ithin a society that has transformed the idea of
consumption by utilization, a society that interacts while choosing."

Partial bibliography. GAUSA, Manuel. Metapolis dictionary of
advanced architecture: city, technclogy and society in the
information age. Barcelona: Actar, 2003 // INNERARITY, Daniel.
The Transformation of Politics. Governing in the Age of Complex
Societies. Bruxelles: Peter Lang, 2010 // LATOUR, Bruno.
Reassembling the social: an introduction to Actor-Network-Theory.
Oxford:; Oxford University Press, 2005 // BORTY, Richard.
Contingency, irony and sclidarity. Camibridge: Camboridge University
Press, 1989 // SERRES, Michel. Parasite. Minneapalis: University
of Minnesota Press, 2007 // TILL, Jeremy. Architecture depends.
Cambridge, Mass.; London, England: MIT Press, 2003

E1 Sohing continuity of densification processes

E2 Rationalty and quality of the proposed trafic
solution and its integration into the wider city
traffic network

E3 Functionaity of the proposed spatial relations
of the site with the surrounding urban structures
(square, market, surmounding streets)
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