BADEL BLOCK: AN OPTIMUM RE-DEVELOPMENT
A NEW VISION... A NEW DIMENSION

PROJECT VISION & CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT

The Vision Statement:
The main idea behind the concept is to create “A HIGHLY DIVERSE AND MULTI-FUNCTIONAL URBAN PUBLIC SPACE”, that serves the purpose of filling the void of a much
needed urban landmark in the region.
Badel Block is an extremely potential area for hosting a huge spectrum of activities. But it is important to make these functions as plural and diverse as well as adaptable as
possible, in order to offer the most optimum and lively solution to the local people. This is going to be the key for the success of the project and its flourishment in the future.
Participation of the local population will be the single most important factor in determining the upcoming of the project. The more variety it has to offer, the more successful it will
be.
We have tried to understand what the local population may really need here, that is geneally missing. And that is the key to our planning concept as well as to the long term
sustainability of the project. Besides creating the required built-up area for the residential, commercial and other purposes, it is important to introduce the much needed and highly
diverse cultural and recreational activities in order to boost the social and cultural value of the place by providing ample green spaces for public interaction.
Part of the site will also be open for the people from surrounding areas outside the Badel Block in order to pump-up the social activeness and to ensure optimum long term use of
the facilities provided. We think it is important to bring these extrnal users to our sur site, just as it is, to let our site occupants reach out to the surrounding areas by creating
suitable connections like bridges, walkways and subways. The connection must not just be physical, but visual as well. We have tried to achieve this by providing a pedestrian
bridge connection from our site to the adjoining open market and to the park nearby. This connection, which happens at the second floor level, will be gated and guarded at the
point of entrance to the site in order to ensure the privacy and security of the residents.
The buildings have been designed and oriented in order to give the best possible views to and from the surrounding areas of project. At the same time, the scale and heights of
these buildings have also been carefully studied in order to add and improve the existing skyline, without being too aggressive or imposing.
As we try to illustrate in the next few pages about our design philosophy for the project, below are the key points that have guided our thought process and overall concept of the
proposal:

Ó Urban Morphology, Context & Skyline of Donji Grad
Ó Social, Physical & Visual Amalgamation with the Surroundings
Ó Physical Zoning of site & functional Distribution
Ó Traffic Layout & Analysis
Ó Diversity & Multi-Functionality of Spaces
Ó Built-Form & Volumetric Study
Ó Climatic Analysis & Sciography
Ó Green Building Practices & Sustainability
Ó Visual & Physical Connections

Urban Context and Skyline Study & its Application:
It was very important to relate to the local context at all levels in order to arrive at a proposal that not only responds to the spatial needs of the occupants and expected visitors, but
also to the urban morphology, the local styles of art & architecture and the built-form. Hence we first chose to carefully study the existing city grid, the urban forms and the
available resources.

Skyline from Derencinova Street

Skyline from Vlaska Street

The present skyline in the Donji Grad Zone is practically uniform and monotonous with most of the buildings rising upto 4-5 floors, with barely a few exceptions. As we can see that
we have an administrative building on site which is 12 floors above the ground. Hence, we decided to rise upto a maximum of 15 floors with a typical floor height of 3 mts. for the
residential and 3.5 mts. for the commercial. This would help us break the monotony of the present skyline, and at the same time not let the project become too imposing or out of
place in the present context. This is very much needed in perticular if we intend to define the Badel Block as the pivot of future development. We believe that it is important to
relate to the present context, and at the same time, come up with an urban & architectural solution that does not gets left behind in just a few years to come, but contnues to be a
competent part for a long time!

Zoning of Site and Focal Points:
The planning evolves from the idea of having 2 epicenters for development: one identified by the existing distillery building which highlights the important retained buildings on
the site, and the other towards the right and almost in the heart of the badel block, which marks the new development, specially the residential zone. These focal points are crucial
as they not only define the placement of the new buildings but also influence their orientations & generate views to & from the proposed buildings. The zoning of the site has been
done such that the residenial zone has been kept near the exising residential blocks to maintain functional harmony. The commercial zone is on the other side of the exiting
distillery bilding with a separate entry and exit. The cultural & recreational zone is hearted in the center and acts as the connector between the other two zones.

Climatic Study & its Application:
We considered the general climatic aspects of Zagreb in order to arrive at our present configuration of the buildings, their scale, heights and orientation, and also their separation
from each other, in oder to have maximum sun penetrating during the winters, while minimum in the summers. The same goes for the wind direction. The buildings have been
placed in order to avoid harsh winter chill-currents, while allowing enough space to make use of natural ventilation in the residential apartment. The Solar path indicated and has
directed our design principles in terms of the length of the projecting terraces and the balconies in the residential tower. Maximum projections have been kept in the south and the
west facades in order to provide maximum outdoor space, at all levels to enjoy the winter sun. At the same time, their lengths have been controlled in order to cast sufficient
shadows during the summers and thus protecting the interior spaces from getting excessive heat.

Sciographic Analysis:

Built-form Study & its Application:
We studied various combinations and permutations of the possibilites for the builtforms and related open spaces surrounding them. We believe that the present urban situation
together with the kind and orientation of the existing buildings on the site calls for a more conventional geometric solution rather than any imposing form. This inference is a direct
result from the analysis of the urban morphology mentioned previously, along with the shapes of the buildings present on the site, specially the ones that need to be retained. The
proposed forms of the buildings not only relate to the existing buildings on the site, but only assit in the traffic and pedestrian movement on the site as shown later.

Visual and Physical Connections:

The project, for a long term success needs a strong visual as well as physical
connection with the surrounding spaces, specially the important public places like the
Kvaternikov Trg Square, the open public market on the adjoining triangular site, as well
as the park further down south. Hence we would like to propose a green pedestrian
bridge connecting the badel block to this south park through the open market. This
bridge can have a check/security point at its entry into the site to ensure safety and
privacy of the residents.

Not just the spaces surrounding the Badel Block site have been connected to it, but the
spaces within the site have also been connected to each other by terraces gardens and
walkways, in order to provide a playful network of circulation that has a dual purpose of
serving as interactive social spaces too. This is a strong means to achieve the physical
connectivity needed here.

The balconies, terraces and courts have been so placed and oriented,
as to achieve maximum visual connectivity. This has been
accentuated by various “Framed Views” that the residents can enjoy
through their terraces/balconies against the backdrop of frames
formed by the elements like bridges, projections, terraces, etc. They
add to the the overall value of the residential units by providing
magnificient views of the city from the respective terraces.

Traffic Layout Study & its Application:
The vehicular traffic has been made to enter and leave the site from two points, without letting it interfere too much with the much favoured on-site pedestrian movement. There is
a separate entry and exit for the residential occupants and for the commercial occupants. This simplifies the movement and also ensures the privacy of the residents from getting
disrupted. A surface car park has been provided for the commercial/office block visitors. The parking for the occupants is all underground in 2 levels of basement each in the
commercial as well as in the rrsidential quarter. A separate pedestrian access has also been provided for the residential users from the Vlaska Street side as there is a tram/bus
stop on this street and is a crucial connection. There is a service road that runs mainly on the northern side of the site between the new and the existing buildings to cater to
various services.

Diversity, Multi-Functionality & Recreational Functions & Facilities:
Badel Block is an extremely potential area for hosting a huge spectrum of activities. But it is important to make these functions as plural and diverse as well as adaptable as
possible, in order to offer the most optimum and lively solution to the local people. This is going to be the key for the success of the project and its flourishment in the future.
Participation of the local population will be the single most important factor in determining the upcoming of the project. The more variety it has to offer, the more successful it will
be. For this reason, we've added facilities like amphitheater, library, cafes & restaurants, fitness center & health SPA, a small departmental/grocery store, a swimmimg pool deck
for the residents, multi-purpose community hall, a small games room with indoor games, etc. While some of these facilities are only for the residents, most of the others are also to
be used by other people including the visitors. This will considerably increase the vibrancy of the project.
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